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7 THE GREAT PALESTINE REVOLT: 1936-1939 

The gathering clotids of autumn’ 1935, presaged the impending storm of 

1936. The’ number of landless Arab peasants and the number of 

unemployed Arabs in the big cities was on the increase. The Arabs were 

becoming increasingly convinced that if no restrictions on Jewish 

immigration were imposed they would soon become a minority in their 

own country, and that if no limitations were imposed on land sales, the 

Arab peasants would be uprooted and evicted from their homeland. 

The econdmic crisis ‘of 1935 further aggravated the situation. Qassam’s 

revolt, though abortive, pointed out the only way’ left to the 

Palestinians to resist a Zionist take-over of their country, and many of 

Qassam’s associates and disciples were ‘still at large ready to take up 

‘arms against the JNH and the British at the earliest opportunity. Rising 

tides of nationalist strugglé in Egypt and Syria against foreign rule 

encouraged radical Muslim and Arab ‘nationalist elements to adopt 

similar methods to attain the Same end$ in: Palestine. The Mediterra- 

nean crisis precipitated by Italy’s Ethiopian campaign gave rise to 

hopes that a European War, which was believed to be immiment, would 

provide an opportunity for the Arabs to realise their long-sought 

political and national aims. The smugpling of arms on a relatively large 

scale by the Jews attracted attentici to the prospect of armed conflict 

between the Arabs on the one hand aid the Jews and the British on the 

other. 

Alive to the dangerous state of Arab opinion in Palestine the High 

Commissioner was authorised, ond month after Qassam’s revolt, to 

make an announcement -régarding the setting up of a legislative council, 

which was folldwed shortly by a proposal .in connection with the 

limitatidn of land sales. The Jewish leaders categorically rejected the 
scheme while emphasising ‘their désire and determination to maintain 

cooperation with Government in all matters save only that of the 

Legislative Council’.’ \ 
The proposals were critically received by the Arabs, but even Jamal 

Husseini, who was’ very critical of the scheme, thought it well to give 

Wauchope a private assurance ‘that ‘nothing ‘that he said should be 

regarded as rejection of the proposals’.? Arab objections to the compo- 

sition 4nd ‘powers of the Legislative Council notwithstanding, the 

scheme itself and the Land Transfer Legislatidn proposais had a 
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