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Israel to appoint 3 West Bank Mayors.

By BENNY MORRIS
Post Diplomatic correspondent
The government intends to simul-
taneously appoint three leading
West Bank notablesin “a few weeks’
time" as mayors of Hebron, Ramal-
lah and Al-Bireh, cabinet sources
" told The Jerusalem Post yesterday.
The simultaneous appointment is
in line with requests from the candi-
dates and with a high-level Isracli
decision following the assassination
of Nablus mayor Zaafer al-Masri.
The three mayors wull prohnbly be

Adel Kasis in Ramallah.

The government decision to
appoint the three men followed talks
with leading West Bank notables,
including one or more of the candi-
datcs who firmly opposed holding

Mohammed Ja'abari in chron und_

elections for mayor. The notables
argued that clections would be
marked by terrorist intimidation,
and the results would not necessarily

reflect the will of the majority of the |

inhabitants of the territories.

Defence Minister Rahin and, to a
lesser extent, Prime Minister l’en:s
are known to oppose elections, since
the election of anti-[lussein extrem-
ists would put a major obstacle on
the path to any interim arrangement
with Jordan, ‘which is one of the

government's main intermediale
aims.

The government is delaying the
appointments for a few weeks to
allow more time to elapse after the
Masri killing.

Observers think it likely that
Hafez Tnukan the acting mayor of

Nablus, would alsoagrec toaperma-
nent appointment after the lhrcc
othcrslake office. bt N

Mustafa Abd a-Nabi a;Nntschc. ;

dismissed mayor of Hebron, was
denied permigsion to leave the West
Bank last week to attend a confer-
ence in Saudi Arabin of the Arab
Cities' Organisation, it was learned
last night. A source in the military
government said that Natsche had

* asked to attend the conference as

"'mayor of Hebron," Since he is not
the mnyor, the source !tl_ld, lhe re-
quest wayg “‘ircelevant,” " «

The mayors of Bethlchem, Beit
Jalla, Beit Sahur and Jericho were
not mwted to the conference, Beth-
lehem Mayor Elias Freij sald last
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