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It happened sometime in the 1960s; a fleeting moment of apparent 
and extroverted modernity. Women were wearing miniskirts in the 
midst of the souk in Manama. You could see them posing in front 
of the modern buildings, their facades made of structural shading 
devices of all manner and shapes, in a style that was called interna- 
tional but that responded to the climatic specificities of its location. 

Until the late 1930s, buildings had been built with the resources 
that were readily available, mainly coral stone from the sea, denchal 

wooden trunks imported from India, bamboo mats for the ceiling, 

and saban shells for the flooring of courtyards. The coral stone with 
its porous structure provided a climatic barrier towards the harsh 
climate, much like the traditional clothing of the time. 

For more than two decades from the early 19505 to the late 1970s, 
the beginning of a modernist project was being drawn in Bahrain. The 
discovery of oil, in the southern desert region of the country, ushered 

the creation of Bapco, the oil company that transformed the pearl 
divers into blue-collar workers and introduced labor laws and labor 
unions, legislating and formalizing the workforce. International style 
buildings appeared mostly in the form of hotel chains, and banks. They 
also housed the ministerial and governmental buildings that were 
needed for the newly independent state of Bahrain that was declared 
on the 15th of August, 1971. Following independence, the seeds of a 
nation-building project were being initiated with the establishment of 
government schools, public hospitals and healthcare. The flourishing 
of the local theater movement, cinemas and arts education ushered 
in an openness that made Bahrain an intellectual and cultural focal 
point within the Gulf region. 

In the mid 1880s, as the traces of and aspirations for modernity 

gradually disappeared, the skirts also grew longer. The modernist 
buildings were replaced by the first skyscrapers to make their mark 
onthe Manama skyline. The aptly named Bahrain Tower, the first sky- 
scraper to be built, was clad in green travertine with minimal openings 
that shielded the offices from the harsh sunlight. The tower repre- 
sented the ambition and affirmation of the country to move beyond an 
oil-based economy, with significant efforts made to diversify towards 

the banking industry and soon after to real estate. 

Cladding was a trend for the “new” and progressive architecture. 
Although started in noble materials, it ushered the beginning of the 
end of adequacy between facade and interior. The green marble and 
travertine of the 1980s and early 1990s were slowly replaced by 

aluminum cladding sometime in the mid 1990s, two decades after 
the creation of ALBA, one of the world's largest aluminum smelters. 

The wide-scale use of cladding reduced the understanding and 
practice of architecture to the last layers of outer expression of a 
fagade, a shortcut that was aptly suited for the architecture of the 

booming real estate market from the early 1990s to the 2000s. 
The negotiation between modernity and local traditions was never 

fully resolved; modernity became on the one hand the scapegoat of 
westérnization, and on the other an over-optimized promise, often 
wrongfully reduced to the length of a hemline. The fact that its traces 
are difficult to identify today, strengthen the idea that it was mostly 
assimilated as a stylistic movement rather than as a political project; 
never completely absorbed and only partially consumed. 

 نيرحبلا

 «بوج ينيملا» ةثادح ةمانملا يف

 تاهجاولا فيلغتو

 حياسلا ةرون

 رينانتلا نيدتري تايتف .ةنتعمو ةحيرص «ةثادح» ترهظ يضاملا نرقلا تانيتس يف

 «ةثيدح» ينابملا مامأ نفقيو ةمانملا قاوسأ طسو يف .«بوج ينيملا» وأ ,ةريصقلا
 ةعونتملا ليلظتلا رصانعب ةاّطغملا ةركتبملا تاهجاولا عم اهل اًروص تذخأ .زارطلا
 يف ناك ‏dl عم ‏allen ةيمستب فرع اًيرامعم ‏lb JIS ناكو .ماجحألاو لاكشألا
 .اهيف ينُب يتلا ةئيبلل بيجتسي نايحألا مظعم

 داوملا نومدختسي نيرحبلا ويرامعم ناك يضاملا نرقلا تانيثالث رخاوأ ىتح
 رئاصحو .دنهلا نم دروتسملا «لجندلا» بشخو رحبلا رجحك .ءانبلل ًايلحم ةرفوتملا
 .تاءانفلا ضرأ يف مدختست يتلا نابصلا دافصأو رورغنملاب ًايلحم ةفورعملا بصقلا
 ‏tu ءاهخانم ةعيبطو ‏laity عم ةملقأتم ,ةيديلقتلا بايثلا رارغ ىلع ةرامعلا تناكف
 .جراخلاو لخادلا نيب يرارح لزاعك لمعي ,يّماسملا هنيوكتب ,ًالثم رحبلا رجح نأ

pel ىتح روطتي ذخأو تانيسمخلا علطم يف نيرحبلا يف ةئادحلا عورشم‎ pol 
 ‎يف ؤلؤللا يصاوغ مظعم لوحت دالبلا بون

 ‎ةكرش يف نيفظوم ىلإ نيرحبلا ‎ Sbجارختسال ًاصيصخ تئشنأ يتلا ‎ dailترهظو
 ‎ترهظ امك .لامعلا قوقحو لمعلا ميظنتل ةديدج نيناوقو تاسسؤمو تائيه اهعم
 ‎ةّيموكحلا ينايملاو ةديدجلا ةيلودلا كونبلاو قدانغلا يف «ةّيملاعلا» ةّيرامعملا ةغللا

 ‎يف اهلالقتسا تلان نأ دعب اهيلإ ةجاحب ةئشانلا نيرحبلا ةلود تناك يتلا ةّيرازولاو 110
 ‎نطولا ءانب يف مهاستل تايفشتسملاو ةّيموكحلا سرادملا اهتلتو .191/1 (سطسغأ)

 ‎حرسملاو نونغلا يف روطت نم هتدهش ام ربع جراخلا ىلع نيرحبلا تحتفنإو ,ديدجلا
 ‎.يبرعلا جيلخلا ةقطنم يف مهألا يركفلاو يفاقثلا زكرملا حبصتل ءامنيسلاو

 كاذ لاطو ءاهيلإ علطتلا ةجومو ةثادحلا ران تدمخ ,تانينامثلا فصتنم يف
 ينبو ,«ةثادحلا» ينابم لحم لحتل باحسلا ةحطان ترهظ مث ‏!Loy) OLGA نيتاسف
 تلّلُقَو رضخألا ماخرلاب ًافلغم ناكو ءدلبلا يف باحس ةحطان لّوأك «نيرحبلا جرب»
 يف ةلودلا ةدارإ نع جربلا ‏ple دقو .سمشلا ةوق نم بتاكملا ىمحُت يك هتاحتف
 ‏Why ءيفرصملا عاطقلا ىلع ينبم داصتقا ىلإ يطفنلا داصتقالا نم لاقتنالا
 .يراقعلا لوادتلا

 ةنيمث اداوم نأ مغرو .ةمدقتمو ةديدج ةرامع نع ًاريبعت تاهجاولا فيلغت ءاج
 ىلإ ‏sil تاهجاولت طرغملا ءاسكلا ‏(S19 ,رمألا ئداب يف مدختست تناك ماخرلاك ةقينأو
 لادبتسا متام ناعرسو .ةرامعلا ةغل يف .هلخاد و ىنبملا ةهجاو نيب ةقالعلا صّلقت
 وحن دعب يأ ,تانيعستلا فصتنم يف موينيمولألا حاولأب يلاطيإلا رضخألا ماخرلا
 .ملاعلا يف موينمولألا ةعانص تاكرش ربكأ ىدحإ .ابلأ ةكرش ءاشنإ نم ‏Lele نيرشع

 ميمصت نف دّرجم ‏lady .ةرامعلا موهفم فيلغتلا تاينقت راشتنا لعفب صّلقتو
 ‏Spal يتلا يراقعلا لوادتلا تاطاشن قفاو اذهو ‏gic] يجراخلا ريبعتلاو تاهجاولا
 .اذه انموي ىتح ترمتساو تانيعستلا علاطم ذنم

 وحن ىلع متي مل «ةثادحلا» مظن ىلإ ةيديلقتلا مظنلا نم لاقتنالا ّنإف ةجيتنلا يف
 «ةثادحلا» تريتعا امبر وأ ,هناكم يف «ةثادحلا» موهفم نكي مل امير .بسانمو لماك
 .ةيّلحملا ةفاقثلاب قيلي ال اًيبرغ ًاريثأت

 اهيلإ رظنلا ‏Si ىلع نهربي اهعقاوو «ةثادحلا» راثآ ىلع مويلا لالدتسالا ةبوعص
 اهّنأ ينعي اذهو .طقف ةّيرامعم ةكرحك لب ءالماش اًيريوطت اًعورشم اهرابتعاب نكي مل
 .ةثادح اهنوك نم رثكأ ‏eaten تناك

 ‏bad فاشتكا رثأ ىلعو .تانيعبسلا

 يلامش ناشغ ةّيزيلكتإلا نع همجرت

 رحبل !
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 ةيلغت

تاهجاولا


